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ASHVILLE-—On
December 23, 1996 an acci-
dent involving Willie Mae
Franklin ond Joseph White
occurred on Counly Road 23
in Ashville,

That aceident set in to
motion a legnl battle that
ended June 30, in Circuit
Judge Robert Austin’s court-
roomn at the Courthouse in
Aghville,

At the time of the acci-
dent, White had no insur-
ance covernge and Franklin
had liability and uninsured
motorist coverage through
State Farm.

_State Farm Insurance was

uneclear as to who was at
fault, and did not repmr
W'hll.es vehicle.
- White, feeling he was not
at fault, filed a lawsuit
against Franklin for dam-
ages and medical bills
resulting  from  injuries
nbtpmed in the wreck.

in response, State Farm
Insurance Company lnred
Atturney Dewipght Blair to
represent Franklin in the
lawsuit.

Franklin, who felt State
Farm should have compen-
sated her under her unin-
sured motorist pelicy, hired
Attorney William Traylor
111, of Birmingham. She then
filed a lawsuil against State
Farm  Auto  Insurance
Company and Joseph White.

Franklin and White were
the only witnesses to the
wreck, and both sustained
injuries.

White, 21, suffered frac-
tured and Dbruised ribs,

,000

bruised diaphrapm, broken
nose and lacerated septum.
Franklin, 64, suffered a bro-
ken  hip and fractured
ankles, As a result of her
injuries, Franklin hnd four
surgeries that included a hip
replacement. According te
her attorney, her medical
bills were in excess of
$100,000.

After Franklin's lowsuit
was fled, Austin dismissed
White's claim for not comply-
ing with a pre-trial order

In the trial a Suate
Trooper testified in his opin-
itn White crossed aver into
Franklin's lane, thus causing
the aceident. The jury alse
héard tostimony concerning
Fianklin's medicat bills nnd
surgeries, State  Foarm
Aftorney Tracy Hindrix

plamecl palicy limits and

&gu&ge to the jury.
he trial lasted about two
days and the jury deliberat-

- eqt for an hour-and-n-half.
The jury found in thvor of

F anklm against both White
smd State Farn and- nvnrd-
ediher $500,000 in damages.

Traylor said, “1 think the
jury reached a {nir verdict
based on the evidence. Mra.
Franklin and I are very
pleased.”

State Farm Auto Claim
Mannger Miles Ward said
this ease was one of disputed
liability. The jury, he said,
determined for State Farm
that Franklin wae not liable.
In lightiof the jury's decision,
Ward said State Farm will
be glad wo puy Franklin the
amount ' available to her
under her policy limits.

“This matter was a dis-
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puted case of liability. For
Mrs. Franklin to be able to
collect any money under
her uninsured motorist pol-
icy, she had to be proved
negligent free,” Miles said,

He added that, “$40,000
will be paid to Franklin by
State Farm. That is her pol-
iey limit under her unin-
sured motorist plen.”

If indeed that is all that
State Farm is required to
pay, then White will be
responsible for the remain-
ing $460,000, As of press
{time it was not known
whether he planned to
appesal. White also had no
council present at the trial.

Ward said, “It's unfortu-
nate that we had a dispute
into the fucts of this case.”
Franklin's attorney said
that his client wished State
Farm would have honored
their contract with her
before it had to go to court.

This is not the firat time
State Farm has been
accused of failing to honor
their end of a contract.

In the past several years,
a class-action lawsuit was
filed against the insurance
company for using inade-
guate or substandard parts
to repair wrecked or dam-
aged vehicles.

As of press time,
Franklin and White were
unabie to be reached for
comment.



